September Synod highlights

Synod took place at Ely on the 14th day of the month which, appropriately, is East Anglia Day in the Prayer Handbook.  In his welcome, our Chair of District, Rev. Graham Thompson, thanked everyone for all the cards, messages (and hugs) received by Alison and himself following the recent sudden death of his sister.

The theme for Synod was the World Church or “the World is our Parish”.  The Superintendent of the Ely and Newmarket Circuit, Rev. Colin Watkins, added his welcome to Graham’s.   

Opening worship

Graham led the opening devotions and read from Acts the passage where Paul is speaking in Athens and refers to the worship of the “unknown god”.  Modern technology has enabled us to think of the world as our parish but John Wesley who travelled thousands of miles thought this too!  

Graham spoke about the ecumenical youth visit to Vellore, India, where the church is a minority faith having a big impact and new churches are being formed.  He also referred to the Latvia visit and that other countries have much to teach us about our faith.  We should live on a large map to get a proper focus; give and then we will receive and be a church that attracts by loving, looking beyond ourselves and “walking the talk”.

General business / appointments

Dispensations and apologies were read out and it was agreed to send letters to various people.  Representatives to Conference were elected / confirmed.  Elected from previous Synods were Rev. Dr. Jane Leach and Dr. Derek Nicholls for one more year and Rev. Rob Hufton for two more years.  Deacon Georgina Brookes was elected for one year.  Rev. Tim Macquiban was elected for three years, Susan Eldridge for three years and Maggie Finbow for two years.  The Synod Secretary, Jennie Harris, takes the remaining lay place. Rev. Jane Craske and Katie Finlayson are the reserves.          

Conference 2013

A comprehensive report was given by Rev. Betty Trinder.  This included the joys of student life, missing out on Andy Murray winning Wimbledon, the memorial service for those who had died during the year, the inauguration of the new President and Vice President, an inspiring and challenging report from 3Generate, awesome worship, lots of business and an address by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Action for Children

Laura Hanratta gave a report of the work going on in our District.  This is a charity with its roots deep in Methodism and there are lots of ways to support it.

Developments

Dr. Jack Lawson referred to information put in the Circuit boxes including about the Montgomery Trust which will pay for training, such as Bible study, by people like Jack (avoiding it using up some of his District time).  The Year of Witness events have been cut back due to the change in roles for Richard Armiger and Ann Howlett-Foster.  2014 is the Year of Prayer.  Rev. Jacqui Horton commended a book “How to Pray” by John Pritchard which she had found very helpful.  A copy was in the Circuit boxes for ministers and lay employees and it will be very good for Lent.

Deacon Georgina Brookes advised that a District Prayer Handbook was in the planning stage so all (including the housebound) could be included in the Year of Prayer.  There will be information coming to Circuits soon and a Circuit representative will be needed to gather requests together so each church can be prayed for during the year.  A seminar on what really happens when we pray is being held on 28th September and 19th October at the Norwich Centre for Christian Learning.  Sessions can also be arranged for churches.             

A Monitoring and Evaluation training day for those involved in projects with District funding is being held on 6 November 2013 at Diss run by Jack with assistance from Richard Armiger who is not fully into his new co-ordinator role yet.

District Groups 

· There were no written reports on this occasion so there were verbal reports from the Policy Committee (which had carried out its normal work and is looking at ways of working more closely with the Bedfordshire, Essex and Hertfordshire District) and the five District Groups – Administration, Service, Evangelism, Worship and Learning and Caring.  Rev. Andrew King and the District Chair introduced the Review of District Assessments for 2014-17 agreed at the June 2013 District Policy Committee (DPC) meeting, which formed part of the Synod advance papers, and the policy was overwhelmingly ratified by Synod.  


· Mary Keer, Disability Adviser, showed us the Braille Singing the Faith set in “open the box” fashion and was really pleased that this had come to fruition as she started it off by submitting a motion at Conference two years’ ago.  She urged these to be made widely available as they are a bargain at only £10 from the Torch Trust.  

· Roger Pauley, District Property Secretary, reminded the meeting about the new online system for annual property returns – this may cause some initial difficulties but for the second year and beyond it will be so much easier.  He warned churches, especially those who have Listed Buildings, not to commence work until consent is granted by the District.   

· Rev. Andrew King reminded Synod that Rev. Dr. Mike Wilson is now the District Grants Officer and presented the amended District Grant Making Policy agreed at the June 2013 DPC meeting.  The policy was ratified by Synod.

· Lorna Burroughes thanked Aileen Fox and Ann Howlett-Foster for their work on the latest edition of “grapevine”.  Grahame Lindsay referred to MRDF information that is available (Partners in Project leaflets and harvest packs).  Rev. Pam Bayliss said that MHA is 70 this year and Gregg Baker from Pott Row is running in the Mucky Race at Lenwade on 27th October 2013 and would appreciate sponsorship.  Residents and staff in local MHA homes would appreciate receiving Christmas cards.

· John Hull referred to the Mission Shaped Ministry Course starting in the Norwich area in September 2013.  Richard Dean said the World Church Action Team are furthering links with Myanmar (former Burma) and referred to the Methodist Missionary Society bicentenary celebration in Leeds on 5th and 6th October 2013.  The District Committee for Learning is proposing to become a support group for Journey into Faith.  

· Rev. Sharon Willimott asked people to keep her up to date with changes in personnel involved in children and young people’s work and mentioned the networking event at Hethersett on 19th October 2013 which the President of Conference, Rev. Ruth Gee, would be attending.

Methodist Relief and Development Fund (MRDF)  

Maurice Adams, the new CEO (who lived in Africa for a lot of years), gave a very interesting and challenging presentation with some statistics on world poverty and hunger (such as 20% of the world living in extreme poverty and a child dying every three seconds of preventable diseases) that should make us ashamed.  However, Maurice said that the Methodist Church’s generosity is overwhelming.  MRDF’s vision is “every person’s potential fulfilled”.  The work of MRDF includes relief, development and campaigning.  Since 2007, it has worked with 133 partners in 37 countries.  The need for a new name and a stronger voice are being considered.

Trip to Vellore

Rev. Canon Fiona Brampton, assisted by a young man called Jonathan, gave a presentation on this trip.  There is a Covenant in place between the Cambridgeshire Ecumenical Council and the Diocese of Vellore, India.  It is all about working together to strengthen the links of Christian fellowship and give mutual support and encouragement.  Jonathan was interested to see how similar the young people in Vellore, and the issues they face, are to our young people.

World Church Relations  

David Friswell is the leader of the World Church Relationships Team and gave a presentation about the work they are involved in.  He made it clear that the work of the Methodist Missionary Society is being fully integrated (not finished as the rumours are suggesting).  The aim is for a world transformed by God’s love; a confident church motivated to share God’s love and a people celebrating being part of a worldwide family.  We can play our part in many ways such as partnerships.

Good News 

Items of “Good News” from Churches and Circuits around the District were shared.

Thanks

Thanks to the host Circuit were sung by Rev. John Boardman (who also gave a plug for Fairtrade) and the closing devotions were led by Rev. Colin Watkins.

Susan Eldridge

Assistant Synod Secretary     
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