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The Methodist Church


East Anglia District

APPLICATION   FOR   THE   CLOSURE  OF   A   PLACE   OF   WORSHIP

Please read the following and carefully complete each part of this form.

1.
Regulations

For the closure of a place of worship, see CPD [S.O. 943].  These regulations must be strictly observed.

2.
Forms
These forms are sent out in duplicate.  Both should be completed and returned to the District Property 

Secretary.  If permission to close is given, one form signed by the District Officers will be returned to remain in 

the Circuit files and the other will remain in the files of the District Property Secretary.

3.
Procedure

a) Managing Trustees and Circuit Meeting agree to apply for permission to close.

b) The Superintendent completes two forms, obtains the necessary signatures and sends both forms to the District Property Secretary.

c) The Application is brought to the next meeting of the District Finance & Property Committee.

d) If approved, the Application is then considered by the District Policy Committee which has a delegated authority, from the East Anglia District Synod, to act on their behalf in such matters.

e) If approved by the District Policy Committee, the forms are signed by the Chair of the District and the District Property Secretary.

f) One form is returned to the Superintendent.

4.
Closure and Sale
a) No church should be closed, however temporarily, without the permission of the District Policy Committee.

b) Permission to close does not carry with it permission to advertise a building for sale or to execute a sale.  Both these matters are dealt with under separate procedures and the advice of the District Property Secretary should be sought.

c) Permission to close a Place of Worship may include permission to bring a Methodist society to an end.  

..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..   ..

District Policy Committee Decision
Name of Church ________________________________________________________________________

Name of Circuit_________________________________________________________________________

Consent for Closure by District Policy Committee  GIVEN/DECLINED   on ________________________

SIGNED: _______________________________________
Chair of the District

SIGNED: _______________________________________      
District Property Secretary
APPLICATION  FOR  THE  CLOSURE  OF  A  PLACE  OF  WORSHIP
Name of Church __________________________________________________________________

Name of Circuit___________________________________________________________________

1.   Reason for Application
a.
Redundancy



YES/NO






b.
Failure of Cause


YES/NO






c.
Replacement by a new building

YES/NO






d.
In depopulated area


YES/NO






e.
Any other  (please state)

2.   Dates on which Managing Trustees and Circuit Meeting recommended closure.

      (It is a requirement that exact dates are given).






a.
Managing Trustees
______________________________






b.
Circuit Meeting  
______________________________

3.  What is the present membership?  ____________

4.  Is the Methodist society continuing to meet in another venue?

YES/NO

     4a.  If so, where?  ______________________________________________________ 
(Go to Question 9)

     4b.  If not, is the Methodist society also coming to a close

YES/NO
(Go to Question 5)

5.  What is the population of the immediate neighbourhood?  _________________________________ 

6.  What is the distance to the nearest Methodist Church?  ___________________________________

7.  If the Society has declined, what efforts have been made to revive it?

8.  If permission is given to close the church, what provision will be made for the surviving membership?

9.  Is it desired to sell the church as well as close it?





YES/NO

      (If Yes, please contact the District Property Secretary for guidance.)

Signatures:
Superintendent Minister

_________________________________________




Secretary of the Circuit Meeting
_________________________________________

Date: ____________________________________ 

