Synod highlights

Synod took place in the Ipswich Circuit at the Waterfront Building, University Campus Suffolk, on a lovely sunny day.  This was a splendid location for Rev. Graham Thompson’s last Synod as our District Chair.  Graham had asked at least one person from each of the 15 Circuits to share in the leading of Synod.  
Graham was delighted to welcome Rt. Rev. Dr. David Thomson, Acting Bishop of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich.  Bishop David added his welcome and referred to the “Thom(p)son twins”! The Superintendent of the Ipswich Circuit, Rev. Derek Grimshaw added his welcome.  He informed us that John Wesley travelling from Colchester to Norwich was due to change horses at Copdock but found none there and so was “forced” to come to Ipswich!  
General business, appointments and reminders
Dispensations and apologies were read out and it was agreed to send letters to various people.  Appointments were agreed (after a few changes had been made to the advance information).  There are still vacancies, the most significant being the District Treasurer.  A Presbyter or Deacon is needed to serve on Methodist Council for two years.  Rev. Jacqui Horton later volunteered and Synod agreed to this appointment. 
Jennie Harris, Synod Secretary, reminded Synod of the District Chair’s farewell on Saturday 5th July 2014 at 4pm at St Faith’s School, Trumpington Road, Cambridge consisting of a service and “bring your own” picnic tea.  Please apply to Beverly Richardson by 20th June for tickets.  There will be limited parking but the Park & Ride is nearby.  Our new District Chair, Rev. Julian Pursehouse will be welcomed on Saturday 30th August 2014 at 3pm at Chapel Field Road.  There will be no parking at the church so please use Park & Ride or public transport. 

Anglican-Methodist Covenant - ten years on

Graham had a conversation with Bishop David on this subject and Bishop David stressed that the views expressed were his own.  The conversation included the need to break through the barriers, talk to each other and move on, in much the same way as has finally happened with the issue of Women Bishops.  

Graham stated that he thought some Methodists in East Anglia may be resistant to the Covenant due to the established nature of the Church of England and the need to maintain hundreds of medieval churches and invited Bishop David to respond.  Bishop David felt that the Church of England buildings often offer a physical presence where so many others have withdrawn and reassured us that most of the money to maintain the buildings does not come from the pockets of the congregations.  Anglicans are perhaps concerned at the number of Methodist committees and that there would be no-one left to do the work!  We need to build each other up.  

Bishop David referred to the roots (of our faith), shoots (what we are doing) and fruits (work in the world in which we live).  He referred to the fervency of Wesley’s faith and the good commitment in Methodism to working together and the concern for social justice.      

3Generate

The twins who attended this were unable to attend Synod but had sent a written report which Michael Green read out.  They enjoyed a “fantastic, well balanced weekend that was fun, informal and worthwhile”.  Topics covered included same sex marriages, money and faith, interfaith relationships and keeping the faith whilst away from home.  Resolutions will be presented at Conference by representatives.  The next 3Generate is 14th – 16th November 2014, again in Shropshire.       

District Policy
Graham introduced the policy contained in the papers.  It had started at the September 2012 Synod when we broke into workshops to look at the vision of the District.  Small groups reporting back to the District Policy Committee have been working on it.  Rev. Julian Pursehouse has also been consulted.  Graham invited any comments and then proposed adoption as our District Policy.  This was agreed and it will be reviewed again in two and a half years time.
Discipleship & Ministries Learning Network (DMLN) update 

Richard Armiger, Regional Co-ordinator, East of England Region, gave an update.  Much of the information can be found in “grapevine” and there will be a new DMLN newsletter soon.  The Network has four key commitments – transforming discipleship, ministries, communities and innovation.
Presentation / Reports 

There were (mainly written) reports from the District Policy Committee and the five District Groups - Learning and Caring Group (“Rave in the nave” at Ely Cathedral was advertised), Service Group, Worship Group (the Big Pray was advertised and an idea of numbers likely to attend obtained), Ecumenical matters (Rev. Ian Gardner brought the constitution, belatedly, for the Waveney Valley Ecumenical Partnership to Synod seeking official approval and this was granted) and Administration Group (the budget and assessment for 2014-2015 were approved).  Graham and Alison Thompson were thanked for their support of the under 19s group.
Larger than Circuit
Graham introduced this to Synod.  A Conference working party is looking at what comes between Circuit and Conference, if anything?  Submissions are needed by the end of September 2014 - from our District via Synod.  The plan is for Circuits to hold opportunities for people to consult and to submit to Graham by the end of June 2014.  A report will be written over the summer and presented to our September 2014 Synod.  The fruits of our labours will then be submitted by the deadline.  This does not preclude individuals, churches and Circuits from sending their own submissions to the working party.
Presentation on MHA
Keith Albans gave this interesting presentation.  MHA celebrated 70 years last year including a thanksgiving service held at Coventry Cathedral.  MHA grew from one person’s (Rev. Walter Hall) idea into what it is today.  MHA is trying to focus on the needs of both today’s and tomorrow’s old people.  It now covers dementia care as well and has a role in supporting independent living.  Keith thanked us for all the support given by our churches.
Notice of motion
A notice of motion relating to the impact of sugar laden carbonated beverages, obesity and social deprivation was discussed.  The motion was lost but awareness of the subject had been raised and individuals can still support the petition which was referred to. 
Worship service
The afternoon was largely devoted to this celebration of prayer and thanksgiving.  We were invited to reflect on from whence we have come, our faith journey, our testimony.  This makes us realise we have so many reasons to give thanks.  2014 is our Year of Prayer and this reminds everyone how essential it is to undergird everything with prayer.  Graham stated that he believes prayer changes things but we must be ready to be changed too!   We used to thank people for doing their best, but we are now in danger of professionalising the church.  Society has downgraded the word “satisfactory”.

In the 15 years Graham has been in this District we have achieved a great deal through prayer, volunteers and finding out what God is doing and joining in.  This Synod was about giving thanks for many things including the introduction of a Ministers’ Retreat every two years, “grapevine”, Fair-trade status as a District, review of the Circuit boundaries and the inclusion of Cambridge in the District.  Other areas to say thanks for were covered in short presentations - the Community Centre / Coffee Shop that the Methodist church at Cottenham has been converted into, Walton Parish Nursing at Felixstowe and Café TMC at Blakeney.  A few other items of good news were shared (Morley & Attleborough youth club running for forty years, Wymondham youth bus and Wymondham Town Green Worker).  

There is a lot to celebrate and give thanks for - pause and say “Wow”.  We then shared communion.  

Thanks

Graham read out the list of colleagues retiring or leaving the District.  Good wishes were given to Kathy Flynn our Ordinand (Testimony Service on 5th June 2014).  Thanks also to all who are completing their terms as Circuit Stewards and other Officers.
Presentations were made (or will be made where they were not present) to Jan Nicholls (standing down as Local Preachers’ Tutor), Wendy Moxon (standing down as World Development Officer), Rev. Robert Hufton (standing down from Methodist Council), Rev. Stephen Yelland (standing down as District Rural Officer), Rev. John Fenn (relinquishing the role of Probationers’ Secretary), Tim Macquiban (off to his appointment in Rome), and Tony Jacobs (completing his term as District Treasurer).  Graham paid tribute to Tony, a man of faith with a cash book in one hand and his faith in the other.  He is proving hard to replace.  

Jennie Harris thanked Graham for his unique and inspirational leadership, his business efficiency and inspiring worship and thanked Alison for her support.  They were wished well in Graham’s new appointment and given small tokens of appreciation.  Graham received a well deserved standing ovation.
Susan Eldridge

Assistant Synod Secretary     
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